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Task Force on Hunger Becomes Reality in Oklahoma

Oklahoma City, May 9, 2007 — Senate Bill 499, which creates an Oklahoma Task Force on Hunger,
passed almost unanimously through both the Oklahoma Senate and House of Representatives, and has
now been signed by Governor Henry. Co-authored by Senator Andrew Rice of Oklahoma City and
Representative Kris Steele of Shawnee, the Oklahoma Task Force on Hunger is designed to develop a
diverse and innovative set of strategies to reduce hunger and food insecurity in Oklahoma.

“This is an opportunity for our state to look at additional partnerships and collaborative efforts to work on
common solutions for reducing hunger in Oklahoma,” said Rodney W. Bivens, executive director of the
Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma.

The task force will include the Secretary of Health, the Department of Human Services Director, the
Commissioner of Health, the Commissioner of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services, the
Director of the Oklahoma Health Care Authority, the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, and a
host of representatives from faith-based and non-profit organizations.

Together, they will craft a broad range of recommendations to move us toward the goal of reducing
hunger in Oklahoma, including strategies to connect eligible hungry Oklahomans with existing programs,
proposals to expand and strengthen existing programs, recommendations for provider accountability,
and strategies for coordinating services among federal, state, faith-based and non-profit organizations.

“More than 500,000 Oklahomans are at risk of going hungry every day,” said Bivens. “One in five of
those is a child whose capacity to learn and grow is threatened by hunger.”

Text of SB 499 Click Here

“Fighting Hunger... Feeding Hope.
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